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Hubert de Burgh, the great Justiciar, levied the forces of
the neighbouring counties, besieged the castle, and took
it in  August,   I2241.    The garrison was  hanged, and
Falkes de Breaute driven into exile.    The history of the
period is full   of similar  events.    The  highest praise
given  to  great  rulers  like   Henry   I.,   Henry  II.' and
Edward I. is that they " kept good peace."    The king
stood between the nation and anarchy.    The laws made
by him with the counsel and consent of the magnates
were obeyed because he could enforce them.    A strong-
fisted ruler was the greatest of blessings to the land.    It
was far more important then to arm the executive with
irresistible force, than to guard   against  its   encroach-,
ments.    Even such a tyrant as John was not resisted
because of the excess of power he had gained for him-
self, but because of the foul uses to which he put the
power he had.   In his hands the authority to which men
looked  to  control  the anarchical  elements of society
made itself their agent,  and thus  provoked  universal
rebellion.    The discipline of strong rule had to curb the
lawless passions of nobles and people, .before they could
be trusted to govern themselves.   Having learned obedi-
ence by the things which they suffered, they were capable
of giving effect to self-imposed rules.    The jurist as well
as the moralist has need to preach that

" Self-reverence, self-knowledge, self-control,
These three alone lead life to sovereign, power.
Yet not for power, (power of herself
.Would come uncalled for) but to live by law,
Acting the law we live by without fear;
And, because right is right, to follow right
Were wisdom in the scorn of consequence2."

1 Stubbs, Constitutional History^ n. 35.
2 Tennyson, QZnone.